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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing below of the claims presents in amended form claims 1 
through 1 1 that were presented in the international phase of the corresponding PCT 
application, along with new claim 12. The following claims replace all prior versions 
and listings of claims in the present application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A ceramic heat conductor support disc for 

i 

supporting an electrical heating element for electrically heated furnace Installations, 
said support disc having a c e ntr e comprising: a disc bodv having a predetermined 
thickness: a center aperture {2) having a central axis lying parallel to the a longitudinal 
axis of the disc bodv and of a heating element af=»d : at least one or mor e ap e rtur e s (3, 
6, 10 15) intermediate aperture located between said c e ntr e center aperture {2) and 
the an outer periphery ^ of the disc (1), charact e riz e d i n, that bodv: wherein the disc 
(1) is provid e d w i th includes at least one or more elongated openings (5,7,8,9,16,17) 
runn i ng opening extending from said periphery (4) to at least one or through one or 
fBGfe of said intermediate apertures (3, 6, 10 15) and/or tho contro aporturo (2), wh e ro 
: wherein each elongated opening penetrat e s extends through the whole entire 
thickness of said disc (4^ : and wherein the number of elongated openings is less than 
the number of intermediate apertures . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): Disc accord i ng to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1 , charact e rized i n, that th e le ngth of sa i d wherein the at least one elongated 
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opening (5,7,8,0,16,17) io l i m i ted to tho has a length that is less than a maximum radius 
of the disc (4^ body. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): Disc according to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1 or 2, character i z e d i n, that sa i d , wherein the at least one elongated 
opening (5, 7) runs extends along the a radius of said disc (4) body . 

Claim 4 (currently amended): D i sc accord i ng to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1 or 2, charactorizod i n, that sa i d , wherein the at least one elongated 
opening (8,9,16,17) runs i n anothor d i rect i on than a l ong the rad i us extends in a non- 
radial direction relative to the center of said disc (4) body . 

Claim 5 (currently amended): D i sc according to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1 , 2, 3 or 4, character i zed in, that th e width of wherein the at least one 
elongated opening (5,7,8,9,16,17) is upwards l i mit e d to the maximum d i am e t e r of the 
ap e rtur e (3.6. 10 - 15) and/or the centre aperture (2). in which it ends has a width that is 
smaller than a width of an aperture . 

Claim 6 (currently amended): D i sc accord i ng to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1 , 2, 3, 4 or 5, character i z e d in, that th e wherein the at least one elongated 
opening (5,7,8,9,16,17) has th e sam e a constant width , or a w i dth that var i es, ov e r th e 
l ength of sa i d elongated opening . 
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Claim 7 (currently amended): Disc according to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1. 2, 3, ^, 5 or 6, charact e r i zed i n, that sa i d wherein the at least one 
elongated opening (5,7,8,0) ondo in tho contro terminates at the center aperture {2). 

Claim 8 (currently amended): Disc according to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 1, 2, 3, d, 5, 6 or 7, charactr i sod in, that thoro aro two or more of said 
wherein the disc includes a plurality of elongated openings (16, 17) in th e d i sc (1) . 

Claim 9 (currently amended): D i sc according to A support disc in accordance 
with claim 8, characteriz e d i n, that th e including a plurality of intennediate apertures 
(3,6,10 - 15) and wherein the intermediate apertures are located asymm e tr i cal 
asymmetrically oyer a surface of the disc surfac e. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): Disc according to any of cla i ms — ^-©7 
characteriz e d in, that said c e ntre A support disc in accordance with claim 1. wherein 
the center aperture (2) and ssA4 the intermediate apertures (3,6,10 - 15) have an 
elliptical shape. 

Claim 11 (currently amended): D i sc according to any of c l a i ms 1 9, 
charact e riz e d in, that sa i d centr e A support disc in accordance with claim 1 , wherein 
the center aperture (2) and eai^ the intennediate apertures (3,6,10 15) have a circular 
shape. 
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Claim 12 (new): A support disc in accordance with claim 1, wherein the at 
least one elongated opening extends from an outwardly-positioned intermediate 
aperture to an inwardly-positioned intemiediate aperture, relative to the disc periphery. 

Claim 13 (new): A support disc in accordance with claim 1, wherein the at least 
one elongated opening has a width that varies along the length of the elongated 
opening. 
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